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The deliberate dismantling of Belarus as a nation-state is a longstanding tactic of 

dictatorial regimes  

Until recently, many Belarusians overlooked the significance of the nation-state in their 

life. Any semblance of nationally oriented political opposition to Lukashenka’s 

dictatorship was swiftly marginalized or eradicated by the regime. Concurrently, 

Lukashenka eroded the concept of Belarus’s national identity while reaping political and 

financial rewards from Moscow. The core focus of Lukashenka’s regime was to 

undermine the collective self-awareness of Belarusians. This effort was epitomized by 

Lukashenka’s attempt to redefine the Belarusian nation as “Russians with a sign of 

quality”, a narrative later exploited by Putin’s propaganda and various pro-Kremlin 

entities within the so-called “union state.”i 

Awareness of the need to build the nation-state based on a democratic political system 

came to the majority of Belarusian society as a result of the pain and suffering endured 

in Lukashenka’s punitive dungeons in 2020, as they witnessed the deaths of polit ical 

prisoners and endured the subsequent political repression following the suppression 

of the Belarusian revolution by the security forces of Lukashenka and Putin.ii The 

looming threat of sovereignty loss, realized in 2022, and the risk of Belarus being 

embroiled in the war against a neighboring state, contrary to the will of Belarusian 

people, further underscored the necessity for political change. 

The imperative to establish an independent national state in Belarus is likely 

understood by Western countries,iii particularly neighboring nations. They keenly feel 

the repercussions of Belarus’s hybrid occupation by Russia, grappling with migration 

pressures orchestrated by Putin’s regime through his proxy Lukashenka. Putin’s 

deployment on Belarusian territory to assault Ukraine suggests potential future 

aggression against the Baltic countries and Poland. American historian Yuri Felshtinsky 

asserts that liberating Belarus from Russian occupation would significantly enhance 

European regional security,iv diminishing the risk of conflict between the EU states and 

the Russian dictator, who is determined to regain control over the Baltics. 

If Putin manages to execute the full occupation of Belarus via the so-called “union 

state”, he won't stop at merely “denazifying” Belarus. Putin aims to purge the Belarusian 
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army and gain control over its military units, mirroring the strategy seen in occupied 

Ukrainian territories. Such actions would pose considerable risks to European security, 

as the Belarusian army will be involved in the war against neighboring countries and 

push the people of Belarus to the brink of survival. 

 

The nation-state: Key to uniting Belarusians and defying total occupation   

Liberating Belarus rests primarily on the shoulders of its people. The concept of a 

nation-state aims to bridge divides among Belarusians, transcending borders and 

political differences. Recognizing the historic opportunity to establish a modern 

national state can rejuvenate Belarusian society, empowering it to withstand Putin’s 

totalitarian grip on Belarus. 

Establishing the national state of Belarus — which has a national language, a national 

culture, and a national army as its cornerstones — could serve as a crucial objective for 

Belarusian society. This is particularly vital amidst ongoing political repressions and the 

erosion of the civil society’s capacity to oppose occupation. The nation-state model 

assumes that its population constitutes a nation united by a common ancestry, a 

common language, and many forms of a common culture.v It promotes a single national 

language through a language policy. The economic basis for building a national state in 

Belarus should rest on three key pillars: 

1. Implementing a strategy of “soft Belarusization” through the establishment of a 

nationally oriented corporate governance system. 

2. Introducing a national currency to replace the post-soviet ruble, ensuring genuine 

independence of the central bank from political interference. 

3. Adopting an open government strategy as the primary approach to reforming the 

public governance system. 

Establishing a nationally oriented corporate governance system in Belarus  is integral to 

the development of the national state. Corporate governance profoundly impacts a 

society, given citizens’ extensive engagement with enterprises and organizations. A 

robust corporate governance system, embodying a sense of responsibility towards the 
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nation’s future, should actively contribute to shaping Belarus’ national identity and 

upholding its independence. 

Reforming the corporate governance system can facilitate the “soft Belarusization” 

strategy, particularly by swiftly and effectively promoting the use of the Belarusian 

language. When corporate management communicates in Belarusian and corporate 

documentation is conducted in Belarusian, native language usage within organizations 

naturally expands. Such an approach to Belarusization would be viewed within 

Belarusian society as customary, aligning with the corporate culture of the enterprise or 

organization. 

Introducing a national currency in Belarus would mark a significant step towards forging 

a national identity and breaking ties with the Russian empire. The adoption of the 

Belarusian thaler as the national currency would be a pivotal move. Crucially, monetary 

reform must ensure the Central Bank of Belarus operates independently, free from 

political pressures and executive control.vi This reform also entails ending the 

government’s practices of funding Lukashenka’s unproductive populist ventures at the 

expense of Belarusian citizens and forgiving loans extended by state banks to the 

dictator’s appointees. 

Revitalizing public institutions and fostering transparency through an open government 

strategy are essential steps in building the institutional framework of the Belarusian 

national state.vii Lukashenka’s authoritarian regime not only undermines national unity 

but also weakens the very foundations of public governance. A maniacal desire for 

power, characteristic of any dictator, creates in dictatorial regimes a hatred of public 

institutions and drives the systematic erosion of civil society in Belarus. 

"On August 30 [2022], the head of Lukashenka’s administration, Igor Sergeenko, 

announced at a meeting on draft laws on the civil society, the activities of political 

parties and other public associations that more than 400 non-governmental 

organizations had been liquidated in Belarus in two years. The official called it a 

‘restoration of the public field’ and called NGOs ‘destructive and other dubious 

associations’.”viii 
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The public administration systems of dictatorial regimes share common traits, 

particularly in terms of government accountability (see the “Voice and accountability” 

and “Rule of law” indicators, Table 1). This similarity is evident when comparing data 

from Belarus and Zimbabwe, a similar dictatorial regime with which Lukashenka’s 

administration has forged a “strategic partnership .”ix 

Table 1. Public governance indicators of Belarus and Zimbabwe (percentile rank). 

Country 

Control of 

corruption 

Government 

effectiveness 

Political 

stability and 

absence of 

violence/ 

terrorism 

Regulatory 

quality 
Rule of law 

Voice and 

accountability 

2019 2022 2019 2022 2019 2022 2019 2022 2019 2022 2019 2022 

Belarus 56.2 31.6 44.8 19.8 58.5 18.4 27.6 7.5 21.0 11.8 11.1 5.3 

Zimbabwe 10.0 8.5 8.6 10.8 15.1 16.5 6.2 6.6 7.1 11.3 16.4 18.8 

Source: WB Worldwide governance indicators, 2024 

The reform of Belarus’s public governance system based on the implementation of open 

government principles entails several key components. This includes establishing a 

protected and active civil space,x integrating that civil space into public governance 

mechanisms, and enacting a modern legal framework for open government. This 

framework encompasses laws on access to public information, citizen participation, 

government accountability and integrity, conflicts of interest, lobbying, and 

whistleblower protection. Additionally, fostering civilian oversight involves supporting a 

free press and independent public institutions.xi 

An intriguing aspect of implementing the open government strategy in the context of 

Belarus' national state formation is its historical tie to Kastus Kalinouski, a national hero 

of Belarus. Kalinouski famously proclaimed, "Not people for the government, but the 

government for the people." This slogan, relevant even today, resonates with the ideals 

of open government embraced by democratic nations worldwide. Its contemporary 
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interpretation underscores Belarus' ongoing struggle against Russian occupation, 

echoing the challenges faced by the nation two centuries ago. 

 

Belarusians’ civilizational choice mirrors Friedrich Hayek’s political testament for 

democratic nations 

The citizens of Belarus must decide between an Asian-style dictatorship, which features 

the collectivist ethos of a totalitarian state, or embracing the Western Anglo-Saxon 

model, which values the individual personality of each citizen.xii For any Belarusian, the 

preference for the Western civilizational approach is clear. In 2020, Belarusians made a 

resounding statement to the world: they refuse to sacrifice personal freedom in 

exchange for benefits from a totalitarian regime. The democratic, pro-European 

aspirations of Belarusians stand in direct opposition to the ambitions of the totalitarian 

regimes led by Lukashenka and Putin. 

Modern dictatorships essentially deny small nations the right to an independent 

existence. Representatives of China’s totalitarian regime assert limited sovereignty for 

post-Soviet countries,xiii while Russian dictator Vladimir Putin outright denies the former 

Soviet empire’s “republics” the right to independent existence. According to Ukrainian 

political scientist Vitaly Portnikov, Putin’s description of Russia’s war with Ukraine as “a 

special military operation” reflects his refusal to recognize Ukraine as an independent 

state.xiv Instead, he is conducting “a military operation” in Ukraine, similar to the military 

operation that Russia carried out in Chechnya. 

Undoubtedly, if left unstopped, dictatorial regimes will persist in their assault on 

Western civilization. The only effective response lies in a concerted strategy by 

democratic nations to support smaller states facing direct or hybrid aggression from 

totalitarian regimes. In this context, the words of Friedrich Hayek, a prominent figure in 

neoliberalism, ring true. In his monograph The Road to Serfdom, Hayek underscores the 

importance of upholding Western civil values and the imperative to resist 

totalitarianism. 

“The small [states] can preserve their independence in the international as in the 

national sphere only within a true system of law which guarantees both that certain 
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rules are invariably enforced and that the authority which has the power to enforce 

these cannot use it for any other purpose…”xv 

Nowadays, the system of international law and rules is experiencing the same 

challenges as on the eve of the Second World War. Then, Adolf Hitler broke the 

international order; today, Vladimir Putin is following the same path. The crucial mission 

for democratic countries seems to be preventing the elaboration of the same 

catastrophic scenario that occurred 90 years ago.  
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